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Demonization and Authorization: Preparation for Both the Genocide and its Denial { ,L‘f‘

Official Proclamation of the Young Turks

Caravans to oblivion

“The manner in which the deportation

was carried out by the [Turkish]
overnment, the police officials and

their organs, was a l)}/lpical example of

beastly brutality on the part of all the

- participating Turks.”

Colonel Stange, Dispatched to Turkey

2}/ the German Foreign Ministry,
omm., 8t Div., operating on the Russian border.

May, 1915 -
The Tem(iporarﬁl Law of Deportation is
by the Otto

approve man Parliament,
months after depopulation of the
Armenian towns and villages.

June, 1915 .

The 86th Cavalry Brigade and the 2nd
Reserve Cavalry Division of the Turkish
Army participate in the slaughter of
Armenian civilians.

July, 1915
The governor-general of Kharput
province informs the Interior Ministry

—_— = "v'A‘—~"\/A S

e - S B that roads are filled with the bodies of
gvmtpen (almd lc)hlldr}eln, and time cannot
- ¢ found to bury them.
!H!"’!‘F‘!gl' A i _A'(; &% « Refugees crossing Euphrates river. ‘ August, 1915
RO SRR N A, B i Sl : US Ambassador Morgenthau reports that

Talaat told him that the Ittthad Committee
had carefully considered in all its details
the matter of destroying the Armenians.

Instructions are sent out to the Ittihad
committees to liquidate the 'abandoned
goods' of the Armenians.

First convoys of survivors arrive in Aleppo.

September, 1915 .
On the flﬁy-thlrd day of the Armenian
resistance to Turkish killings in Musa
Dagh, 4,058 survivors are rescued by
English and French warships.

Armenian Deportations as seen through the window of the American Consul in Harput

June 30, 1915

“I have the honor to report to the Embassy about one of the severest measures ever taken by any
government and one of the greatest tragedies in all history....

Practically, every male Armenian of any consequence at all here has been arrested and put in prison...
Another method was found, however, to destroy the Armenian race. This is no less than the
deportation of the entire Armenian population, not only from the Vilayet, but, I understand, from all October, 1915

six Vilayets comprising Armenia....The full meaning of such an order can scarcely be imagined by L Sl s Turkish Interior Ministry advises against
those who are not familiar with the nature of this peculiar region. A massacre, however horrible the ik > | opening new orphanages and prolonging

word may sound, would be humane in comparison with it.” ol W“[’ lftwk g, the lives of “lost” Armenian children.
Leslie A. Davis,
American Consul, Maamuret-Al Aziz (Harput)

The Law on Abandoned Goods is
ratified by the Ottoman Senate. A decree

states that all Armenian assets now
belong to the Turkish government.

In the British House of Lords a general

discussion of the Armenian situation takes

}élace. Lord Bryce, Lord Crewe, and Lord
romer condemn Turkish barbarities.

November, 1915 :

In response to international outrage and

one year after initiating the atrocities, the

Committee of Union and Progress orders the
overnors to create and forward reports to

the Interior Ministry depicting Armenians as

‘traitors.” Sir Robert Ceclil protests the

Turkish charges that the killings were a

- J response to Armenian treachery or revolt.

Deportees foraging for food

A circulated telegram instructs that no
Armenian is to be left alive in the
eastern provinces.

January, 1916 . N
Widespread reporting of Turkish atrocities
leads to denials by Turkish authorities. A
French translation of a book commissioned
by Talaat's office charging the Armenians
with treason and revolution is published .

February, 1916

According to Lord Bryce, 486,000
Armenian deportees are still living and
in dire need.

Deportees from Harput

.
“Two Turkish officials appeared in Urfa.
The rumor was that they hurried out in
order to drive forward the extermination of
the Armenian people with all their might,
and they had the sanction of the highest

[governmental] authority for doing so.”

Jakob “Papa” Kunzler,
Swiss Missionary.




