AUGUST 4, 1915

REPORT TURKS SHOT
WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Nine T housand Armenians Massacred and T hrown Into Tigris,
Socialist Committee Hears.
PARIS, Aug. 3. — B. Varazdate, a member of
the Executive Committee of the Armenian Social
Democratic Party, writing to L’Humanite, the
Socialist daily, says that the committee has
received word to the effect that Turks, after
massacring all the males of the population in the
region of Bitlis, Turkish Armenia, assembled
9,000 women and children and drove them to
the banks of the Tigris, where they shot them
and threw the bodies into the river.
These advices have not been substantiated
from any other source.
The Armenian population of Cilicia, in the
Turkish Vilayet of Adana, also has been
subjected to persecutions, according to the
reports of the committee. More than 40,000
persons already are dead and it is feared that
the Armenians at Moucks and Diarbekr, in
Kurdestan, also have been massacred.
Twenty members of the Armenian Social
Democratic Party, M. Varzadate says, have been
publicly hanged in Constantinople after being
charged with wishing to found an independent
Armenia.

AUGUST 20, 1915

BURN 1,000 ARMENIANS .
Turks Lock Them in a Wooden
Building and Then Apply the Torch.
LONDON, Friday, Aug. 20.—A Reuter dispatch
from Petrograd says:
“Almost unbelievable details of Turkish
massacres of Armenians in Bitlis have reached
Petrograd.
“In one village, 1,000 men, women and
children are reported to have been locked in a
wooden building and burned to death.
“In another large village only thirty-six
persons, it is said, escaped massacre.
“In still another instance, it is asserted, several
scores of men and women were tied together by
chains and thrown into Lake Van.”

AUGUST 25, 1915
TURKS’ SOP TO ARMENIANS.
Sublime Porte Promises Not to Deport 10 Per Cent. of Them .
Special to The New York Times.
WASHINGTON, Aug. 24. — Ambassador
Morgenthau has notified the State Department
from Constantinople that the Turkish
Government has informed him that orders have
been telegraphed throughout Turkey exempting
from deportation all Armenians who are
members of Protestant or Catholic churches.
The Ambassador said that about 90 per cent. of
the Armenians belonged to the Gregorian or
Armenian Church, and 10 per cent. to the
Protestant or Catholic.
The Turkish Government has also granted
exemption for Armenians in the employ of
American Consulates.
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AUGUST 27, 1915

TURKS DEPOPULATE
TOWNS OF ARMENIA
Traveler Reports Christians of
Great Territory Have Been
Driven from Homes.

600,000 STARVING ON ROAD
Adds That More Than 100,000
Greeks Have Been Deported from
the Mediterranean Coast.
A traveler who has just arrived in New York from
Turkey, where he was long a resident, told THE
TIMES yesterday of conditions as he found them in
Constantinople, and of the wholesale deportations of
Armenians from the interior districts of Asiatic
Turkey. For reasons that are valid, the narrator does
not wish to have his name published, but THE
TIMES can vouch for his qualifications as an
observer, especially of conditions in the Armenian
district.
Leaving Sivas, where he spent some time, he
proceeded to Constantinople and thence to Athens,
from which port he sailed for New York. When in
Constantinople about four weeks ago, he said, the
tension was pretty high. In official circles it was
maintained that everything was proceeding smoothly
for the Turks, but there were many individuals, he
said, who expressed discouragement. These put little
faith in Germany’s motives in aiding Turkey, and
some even charged Enver Pasha with having sold out
to Germany for money.
“The Armenians of the interior,” he said, “have
been deported in the direction of Mosul. At the time I
left Sivas, two-thirds of them had gone from the city,
including all Protestants, teachers, and pupils.
According to my best knowledge and opinion, with

the exception of Armenian soldiers and prisoners,
and a very few exceptions, who for various
reasons
were necessary to the Government, all
Armenians are gone from Sivas. According to what
I consider good authority, I believe it to be true that
the entire Armenian population from Erzerum to
and including Gemereh, near Cesarea, and from
Samsoun to and including Harpoot, has been
deported.”
More than 100,000 Greeks from the Marmora
and Mediterranean coast have been deported.

SEPTEMBER 16, 1915

ANSWER MORGENTHAU
BY HANGING ARMENIANS
He Protests Against the War
of Extermination Now
in Progress.
Special Cable to THE NEW YORK TIMES .
LONDON, Thursday, Sept. 16. ? A Times
correspondent, lately in Salonika, says that all the
reports from Turkey are agreed as to the terrible
character of the Turkish atrocities against
Armenians. It is believed that it is the official
intention that this shall be a campaign of
extermination, involving the murdering of
800,000 to 1,000,000 persons. Christians can
escape murder by embracing Mohammedanism,
in which case all the female members of the
convert’s family of marriageable age ? wife,
sisters, or children ? are distributed around to
other Turks, making the reversion to Christianity
in the future practically impossibl e.
The American Minister at Constantinople is
said to have protested recently against the
massacre, in view of the danger to which they
exposed the American missionaries. The only
response to his protest was the hanging of twenty
leading Armenians the next day in the streets of
Constantinople.
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SEPTEMBER 24, 1915

500,000 ARMENIANS
SAID TO HAVE PERISHED
Washington Asked to Stop
Slaughter of Christians by
Turks and Kurds.
Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, S e p t .23.? Charles R. Crane
of Chicago, a Director of Roberts College,
Constantinople, and James L. Burton of Boston,
Foreign Secretary of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, visited the
State Department today and conferred with Acting
Secretary of State Polk and other officials
regarding the slaughter of Armenians by Turks and
Kurds in Asia Minor. They will attend a meeting of
a general committee, to be held in New York within
a few days, to devise a plan for appealing to the
American people for funds and aid for as many of
the unfortunate Armenians as can be helped.
It was learned, in connection with the
conferences held here today, that general
representations have from time to time been made
to the Ottoman Government by Ambassador
Morgenthau for humane treatment of Armenians.
Despite these representations, the slaughter of
Armenians has continued.
The records of the State Department are replete
with detailed reports from American Consular
officers in Asia Minor, which give harrowing tales
of the treatment of the Armenian Christians by the
Turks and the Kurds. These reports have not been
made public. They indicate that the Turk has
undertaken a war of extermination on Armenians,
especially those of the Gregorian Church, to
which about 90 percent of the Armenians
belong.The Turkish Government originally ordered

the deportation of all Armenians, but some time
ago, after representations had been made by
Morgenthau, the Ottoman Government gave
assurances that the order would be modified so as
not to embrace Catholic and Protestant Armenians.
Reports reaching Washington indicate that about
500,000 Armenians have been slaughtered or lost
their lives as a result of the Turkish deportation
order and the resulting war of extinction. Turkish
authorities drove the Gregorian Armenians out of
their homes, ordered them to proceed to distant
towns in the direction of Bagdad, which could only
be reached by crossing long stretches of desert.
During the exodus of Armenians across the deserts
they have been fallen upon by Kurds and
slaughtered, but some of the Armenian women and
girls, in considerable numbers, have been carried
off into captivity by the Kurds. The reports that
have been sent to the State Department by its
agents in Asia Minor fully confirm these statements
made in the appeal sent to this country by Viscount
Bryce, formerly the British Ambassador to the
United States, to try to stop the slaughter of the
Armenians. Viscount Bryce stated that the horrors
through which the Armenians have passed have
been unparalleled in modern times.
Special Cable to THE NEW YORK TIMES

ALEXANDRIA, Sept. 23, (Dispatch to The
London Morning Post.) ? British refugees from
Urfa, who arrived in Alexandria yesterday,
brought terrible tales of sufferings of interned
allied subjects. They were not supplied with food,
furniture, or servants, and were housed in an
Armenian monastery the monks in which had
been massacred.
They witnessed the Armenian massacres of
Aug. 19. Urfa was the centre of ghastly scenes.
The Turks systematically murdered men and
turned women and children out into the desert,
where thousands perished of starvation.
The last batch of women and children left Urfa
on Aug. 24. They were delayed a fortnight at
Alexandretta, awaiting a ship in filthy quarters
and half starved. They finally embarked for
Alexandria in an American warship.
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NOVEMBER 1, 1915

AID FOR ARMENIANS
BLOCKED BY TURKEY
Attempts to Send Food to Refugees Frustrated, Says the
American Committee.

PUTS VICTIMS AT 1,000,000
Careful Survey Shows 55,000 Persons Killed in the Vilayet
of Van Alone.
The
American
Committee
on
Armenian
Atrocities, among the members of which are
Cardinal Gibbons, Cleveland H. Dodge, Bishop
David H. Greer, Oscar S. Straus, Professor Samuel
T. Dutton, Charles R. Crane, and many other
prominent citizens, issued a statement yesterday in
which it was said that authentic reports from Turkey
proved that the war of extermination being waged
against the Armenians was so terrible that when all
the facts were known the world would realize that
what had been done was “the greatest, most pathetic,
and most arbitrary tragedy in history.”
Attempts to furnish food to the Armenians
ordered deported to distant parts of the empire were
blocked by the Turkish authorities, the committee
said, the Turkish officials stating that “they wished
nothing to be done that would prolong their lives.”
In the statement the committee makes public a
report received a few days ago from an official
representative of the neutral powers, who, reporting
on conditions in one of the Armenian camps, says:
“I have visited their encampment and a more
pitiable sight cannot be imagined. They are, almost
without exception, ragged, hungry and sick. This is
not surprising in view of the fact that they have

been on the road for nearly two months, with no
change of clothing, no chance to bathe, no shelter,
and little to eat. I watched them one time when
their food was brought. Wild animals could not be
worse. They rushed upon the guards who carried
the food and the guards beat them back with clubs,
hitting hard enough to kill sometimes. To watch
them one could hardly believe these people to be
human beings. As one walks through the camp,
mothers offer their children and beg you to take
them. In fact, the Turks have been taking their
choice of these children and girls for slaves or
worse. There are very few men among them as most
of the men were killed on the road. Women and
children were also killed. The entire movement
seems to be the most thoroughly organized and
effective massacre this country has ever seen.”
“They all agree,” adds the committee, referring
to the reports,” as to the method of procedure, the
thoroughness and cruelty of the destructive work,
and the confessed purpose of the plan to wipe out
the Armenian nation. The fact that the central
government at Constantinople refuses to permit
Armenians to leave their country is further
evidence of their purpose of extermination.
“The Turks do not deny the atrocities, but claim
they are a military measure to protect them against
a possible attack of a race that is disloyal.
“It is impossible to estimate how many have
already perished. A careful survey in the Van
Vilayet gathered the names of 55,000 persons who
had been killed. Others were able to escape by
flight to Persia and Russia. An eyewitness who has
recently made an extended journey across Asia
Minor saw over 50,000 poor, dazed, helpless,
starving refugees camped by the roadside in a
region almost desert, with no provision for their
food supply. Probably it is not an overestimate to
say that 1,000,000 of the possible 2.000,000
Armenians in Turkey at the beginning of the war
are either dead or in Moslem harems, or forced to
profess Mohammedanism, or are on their sad
journey to the desert and death.”
The committee says it has cabled $106,000 to
Ambassador Morgenthau at Constantinople, of
which $100,000 was for relief of Armenians in
Turkey, and the remainder for Armenians who had
escaped into Egypt. The office of the committee, of
which Mr. Crane is Treasurer, is at 70 Fifth
Avenue, New York.

From the Encyclopedia of Genocide, Editor-in-Chief Israel W. Charny,
Published by ABC-Clio, December 1999.

